
$2,227: That is the cost of a 195 
meal plan on campus, which av-
erages 13 meals and $171.30 per 
week.

When University students pay 
that much for food, they expect to 
get a good quality and variety of 
foods throughout the year. How-
ever, most of the feedback from 
students suggests the opposite.

“Honestly the food is terrible. I 
don’t like how the chickens’ gray, 
how it’s the same greasy and un-
appetizing food every day, or the 
fact that the salad is the only thing 
I trust to eat without getting a 
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It’s been a long year, but Paranor-
mal Activity 3 is finally here.

Campus Crime and Safety Week 
took place to give students safety 
tips.

Welcome to the newest addition in 
the Apple world.

If you were thinking about joining 
the Environmental Club, check out 
the details here.

GINA COLUMBUS
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF

Big continued on pg. 2
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Food continued on pg. 2

425 
Volunteers 
at Annual 
Big Event

Alum, DJ, 
Statistician, 
Inspired All 
Who Knew 

Him

TAMMY SYBEL
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

Students React to Changes in Dining Hall

“Some days are good, while some 
days are not so good. What we need 
is the food to be consistently fresh 

and of good quality.”
MARY ANNE NAGY

Vice President for Student and Community Services

stomachache,” said Ashley Ordile, 
a first-year student.

There also have been some 

negative stories reported, which 
include sophomore Nicolle Rodri-
guez’s experience regarding the 

Dining Hall’s ice cream.
“A few weeks ago the Dining 

Hall had a special dessert section 

set up where, in addition to sprin-
kles, you could add maraschino 
cherries and other toppings to 

your ice cream,” Rodriguez said. 
“To my horror, as I opened the lid 
to the cherries, a swarm of tiny 
red bugs flew out.”

Furthermore, The Outlook has 
received several pictures from 
students displaying brown ba-
nanas, a strand of hair in mashed 
potatoes, a burnt pancake and a 
mutilated piece of pizza. 

Mary Anne Nagy, Vice Presi-
dent of Student and Community 
Services, took a look at the pic-
tures and said they were unac-
ceptable.

Nicole Levy, President of Stu-
dent Government Association, 

Ray Michelli was someone 
you just couldn’t miss when you 
walked into a room packed with 
people. It had nothing to do with 
the fact that he was bound to a 
wheelchair; it had everything to 
do with an infectious smile, as 
described by many, which lit up 
everyone around him.

After living with Duchenne 
Muscular Dystrophy for all his 
36 years, Ray passed away on 
Thursday, October 6. Remem-
bered by a support system of 
family and friends, he was also 
cherished by several members 
of the University community. 
As a communication student, a 
sports talk show host and DJ for 

RAY BOGAN
STAFF WRITER
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Jean-Michael Cousteau, Famed Ocean 
Explorer, Honored at Ocean Symposium

Jean-Michel Cousteau, Presi-
dent of Ocean Futures Society, 
was the symposium distinguished 
lecturer and winner of the Na-
tional Ocean Champion Award. 
Cousteau spoke of his work, much 
of which is inspired by his father, 
Jacques Cousteau. 

In 1999, Cousteau created the 
Ocean Futures Society which 
was built to be “The Voice for the 
Ocean.” 

“I created the Ocean Futures 
Society to honor the philosophy of 
my father after he passed away,” 
said Cousteau.  “For me, the mis-
sion of Ocean Future Society is to 
bring the ocean home, whether you 
live along the coastline or way in-
land we are connected to the ocean 
and we all depend on the ocean.”

Cousteau has been on the ocean 
his entire life following in the foot-
steps of his father’s work.  Much 
of his work has been on research 
ships Calypso and Alcyone. When 
Cousteau was seven, his father 
threw him overboard with nothing 
but a scuba tank on his back, and 

since that time he has worked hard 
to explore the ocean and preserve 
his father’s legacy. 

To ensure that the Ocean Figures 

Society continues to grow and keep 
up with ever evolving technology, 
the Ocean Futures Society is going 
to focus on expeditions that are in 

3-D, bring young people to these 
expeditions and play the shows 

PHOTO COURTESY of Jim Reme

Above, Jean-Michael Cousteau lectures to an audience in Wilson Hall during Friday’s Future of the 
Ocean Symposium. 
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The Magill Commons Dining Hall has made some changes to their menu due to students’ requests (above), but some are still dissatisfied 
with the quality of their meals.

This Saturday marked the 
12th annual Big Event which 
attracted roughly 425 volun-
teers from the University who 
helped numerous organizations 
in Ocean Township. 

Clear skies welcomed volun-
teers as they began to arrive at 
10 am in Anacon Hall in the Stu-
dent Center where they were told 
what site they would be attend-
ing. Groups of people ranging 
from sororities and fraternities 
to clubs and other University or-
ganizations arrived ready to do 
their part for the day. 

Site locations ranged from lo-
cal churches, such as the Ref-
ormation Lutheran Church, 
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Ray Michelli Remembered by Many
Beloved Member of the Communication Department Passes Away 

for WMCX, and a statistician for 
the University football team, this 
former Hawk had his plate full, but 
he enjoyed every bite of it.

“As anyone who knew him came 
to realize, he was one of the proud-
est and most courageous human 
beings anyone could ever meet,” 
Nick Michelli, Ray’s uncle, said 
during the funeral’s eulogy. 

Dr. Chad Dell, Chair of the De-
partment of Communication, com-
memorates Ray’s smile and posi-
tive attitude. “He was so passionate 
about radio, he was passionate 
about sports, and he always had 
something funny or an interest-
ing angle that made me see things 
a different way, so I always liked 
talking to him,” Dell said. 

One University member who was 
particularly close with Ray was 
Chris Cavallaro, professor of ra-
dio/television, who had him in his 
Introduction to Radio Production 
course and Advanced Radio Pro-
duction courses in the late 90’s. “At 
first it was a professor-student rela-
tionship, but then I think we got to 
be more like friends.”

Cavallaro explains that in their 
first class together, Ray had al-
ready lost the use of his hands so 
a nurse accompanied him in ev-
ery class meeting. “We struck a 

deal in the Intro class that since he 
couldn’t do the hands-on work, I 
would trust him to work in the edit 
suite with his nurse, so long as he 
told the nurse how to do it.”

The class went to the next level, 
and there was the introduction of 
digital technology. An assignment 
in the Advanced Radio Production 
course was a storytelling piece, 
where students put together an 
audio of a personal story to share 
with the class. Cavallaro decided 
that since the audio piece was go-
ing to be so long, the format in 
which Ray did his projects in the 
past was not going to work. 

In a class where all of the stu-
dents proposed their storytelling 
ideas, Cavallaro remembers Ray 

not saying a word.
“I sensed something, you know, 

perhaps a reluctance there. So, I pro-
posed that I would work with him on 
his story and that it be about him. I 
thought, ‘What’s his deal? Why are 
you in this wheelchair?’ He was 
so popular around campus, that I 
thought people would want to know.”

Ray voiced the narrative, while 
Cavallaro edited it with the digital 
software. They discussed other ele-
ments that could be in the story, and 
it was titled “In the Eyes of Ray.”

Cavallaro says the two did come 
across some creative differences. 
“I’m supposed to be this big expert, 
you know?” he laughs, “but he had 
his own take on things. He had his 
way that he wanted the story to un-
fold. And his decisions turned out 
to be good ones.”

That same storytelling piece was 
entered into the National Broad-
casting Society, and Ray ended up 
as a finalist in the competition. 

John Morano, professor of jour-
nalism, was also close with Ray. 
He had him as a student and also 
served as one of his academic advi-
sors. “People often underestimate 
how much faculty learn from their 
students, and sometimes you learn 
about your subject area from them. 
Other times you learn about life,” 
Morano says. “I think about Ray 
often, long before he left us. He had 

a perpetual smile, he climbed over 
more hurdles than anyone I know, 
and for the rest of my life, he will 
inspire me.”

With family, Cavallaro and Dell 
both said Ray had strong relation-
ships. His mother Roseann, accord-
ing to Nick, “spent much of her life 
caring for Ray- 24 hours a day to the 
point that she never trusted caregiv-
ers to work without her supervi-
sion.” His father, Tom, is a Univer-
sity Trustee who “worked hard to 
assure that his family had what it 
needed to make Ray comfortable.”  

“Ray was surrounded by his 
loving parents and brother and his 
brother’s family and his friends 
every day, and by his cousins and 
other family members whenever 

possible. He was always in our 
hearts, and will always be there,” 
Nick read during the eulogy.

With a passion for athletics, not 
even a disease like muscular dys-
trophy could keep Ray off Kessler 
Field. According to a 2007 article 
in the Star Ledger, he chose to at-
tend the University over his par-
ents’ choice, Brookdale Commu-
nity College, because it had just 
started a football team in 1992.

Kevin Callahan, Head Coach 
of the football team, says Ray will 
certainly be missed at University 
athletic events. “From the first time 
I met Ray it was obvious he had a 
passion for athletics and a love for 
Monmouth University.  In the early 
years of Monmouth football, Ray 
was a constant fixture on the side-
line charting tendencies for our de-
fense.  I am happy that we were able 
to provide Ray with an opportunity 
to contribute to the football program 
as he was a valuable asset to us on 
game day. Ray was a terrific young 
man and an inspiration to all of us.”

Morano reminisces about a time 
he saw Ray at a Monmouth football 
game. “This is from a former line-
backer speaking, and Ray was on 
the sideline doing stats and I knew 
how much he wished he could have 
a helmet on and some pads. And I 
knew in his heart he was making ev-
ery tackle, and catching every pass. 

And while I thought about 
that, I realized something 
that normally wouldn’t 
have occurred to me, 
but without a doubt, the 
toughest guy in that sta-
dium was not a 300 pound 
tackle, but a guy on the 
sideline, in a wheelchair, 
named Ray Michelli.”  

Ray was a frequent 
guest at the Communica-

tion Awards every April, and had 
only stopped attending a few years 
ago. Even with a daily struggle such 
as muscular dystrophy, both Dell and 
Cavallaro say that Ray continued to 
work through his disease to fulfill his 
education and live his life fully.

“Just the guts to come every day, 
I think it took a lot of determina-
tion,” Cavallaro says. “He loved 
the University, he loved the people 
here, he obviously loved learn-
ing and he wanted to be out in the 
world, and he was willing to put up 
with whatever it took to do that.”

According to Cavallaro, Ray also 
had a good sense of humor. “His 
mom told me at the wake that he was 
in high spirits the day he died, so it 
wasn’t a front. You know what I’m 

saying? Sometimes I thought maybe 
it was a way to put people at ease, or 
even keep people away. But no, that’s 
just the way he was, he was just a re-
ally upbeat guy. The most upbeat 
person, maybe, that I’ve ever met.”

His work with WMCX did not 
go unnoticed, according to Eric 
Reisher, Broadcast Technical As-
sistant. While Reisher was also go-
ing for his undergrad, before joining 
WMCX, he would listen to the radio 
and often tune in to Ray’s shifts. “I 
would always hear his voice on the 
air and never put the two and two 
together that this guy was Ray.” 

As the years passed, Reisher be-
came WMCX’s Program Director. 
After trying to find a student to 
work on a show with Ray, Reisher 
says, “I didn’t trust anyone, so I did 
it.” Reisher enjoyed his time with 
Ray, from discussing music and dif-
ferent bands, to sports, even though 
the latter wasn’t Reisher’s strongest 
point. “I always made sure to brush 
up on my Jets stuff so we would be 
able to talk about them once fall 
came around,” he softly laughs. 

Nevertheless, Reisher says the 
former student had a good ear for 
music, and “could tell you anything 
about any band.” Among his favor-
ite artists, according to Reisher, 
were Semisonic, Dynamite Hack, 
SR-71 and Blink-182. 

Even after he officially flew from 
the Hawk’s nest in 2000 with an un-
dergraduate degree in communica-
tion, Michelli still came to WMCX 
to do air shifts for a few years after 
graduation. Rett Rich, former pro-

fessor and advisor 
for WMCX, said 
the station always 
made the studio 
available to Ray 
when he felt up to 
coming in. “He 
also did a DJ show, 
and after a while 
we had Eric engi-
neer it for him and 
Ray would come 
in and comment on 
mic between songs. 
He loved the radio 
station,” Rich says.

Cavallaro agrees. 
“He was one of the 
most dedicated 
WMCX staffers,” 
he chuckles. “You 
know, this guy had 
to be brought here 
in a special van, 
and sometimes the 
elevator in the Stu-
dent Center wasn’t 
working. Other 
people would just 
blow through their 
air shifts, but he 
went through a lot 
to make sure he 

PHOTO COURTESY of Chris Cavallaro
Ray smiles with professor and friend Chris Cavallaro at a past Communication Awards Ceremony, which Ray often attended.

showed up.”
In October 2002, the Jules L. Plan-

gere Center was built, and WMCX 
moved from its former home in the 
Student Center. Ray’s parents made 
a donation to the communication-
based building in October 1999, and 
the radio station’s space is named in 
their son’s honor.

“It honored his life. It didn’t rec-
ognize his disabilities, it didn’t hint 
at his death. It was always about his 
life and what he brought,” Dell said 
about the sign.

Other than his participation at 
Monmouth, Ray was also the NJ 
Goodwill Ambassador for the 
Muscular Dystrophy Association, 
a parishioner of St. Anselm Roman 
Catholic Church and a member of 
the National Broadcasting Society. 
He also served as manager of the 
Ocean Township Football Team. 

Dell suggests Ray was a role 
model for students. “He delivered 
regardless of the barriers that were 
in front of him, and he always did 
really good work. He was a role 
model that said, ‘Look what I have 
to overcome, and it’s not a problem’. 
I learned that Ray was a lesson on 
how to live life fully.”

In light of Ray’s passing, The Ray-
mond Michelli Scholarship Fund has 
been established, and donations can 
be made to University Advancement. 

“Ray was an amazing young 
man who had a passion for music, 
athletics and making people smile.  
Monmouth University gave Ray the 
challenges, support and the friend-
ship he needed to feel like a normal 
student.  His years at Monmouth 
were the best parts of his life, and 
we are very grateful to everyone that 
contributed to his great experience 
during those years. We know he 
will be remembered at Monmouth, 
and the Monmouth family will al-
ways be part of our family's life,” 
Tom Michelli says.

In his eulogy, Nick Michelli stat-
ed Ray’s disability didn’t stop him 
from reaching his dreams. “His 
perseverance and optimism are 
why he was a hero to me and to so 
many others. Whenever times get 
a little tough I find myself think-
ing of Ray and his courage, and I 
can’t give up. He didn’t. And nei-
ther should you.” 

Cavallaro said that at the funer-
al, the storytelling piece Ray and 
he had collaboratively worked on 
many years ago started playing. 
“When I heard that, it just made me 
think, ‘wow…’.”

In the audio piece, after Ray tells 
his story, his voice ends and the 
song “Black Gold” by Soul Asylum 
comes on, with a significant lyric 
Cavallaro brought forth: 

 I don’t care about no wheel-
chair. I’ve got too much left to do 
with my life.

“I think about Ray often, long before he left 
us. He had a perpetual smile, he climbed 

over more hurdles than anyone I know, and 
for the rest of my life, he will inspire me. “

JOHN MORANO
Professor of Journalism
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PHOTO COURTESY of Tom Michelli
Ray poses with the sign in front of the WMCX radio station, which was 
named in his honor when the Plangere Center opened in 2002.
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